INFORMATION BULLETIN 6 May 2010 

 

Welcome to the email bulletin from Volunteer Centre Midlothian .

 

IN THIS BULLETIN:

1. Volunteer Centre Update 
2. Volunteer Centre achieves Investing in Volunteers status
3. Mental health & Volunteering Workshop
4. Job Vacancy: Office Administrator
5. Volunteers Week
6. Give Midlothian's young people a chance to succeed
7. Changes to volunteerscotland enquiries
8. Tell us what you think
9. Follow us on Twitter
10. Next Ebulletin


1. Volunteer Centre Update
I just wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some staffing changes within the Volunteer Centre.  As you are aware Laura Shepherd, our manager and long serving employee of the Volunteer Centre, took early retirement at the end of March. Stepping into her shoes is Anne Moodie who previously co-ordinated our Live IT Sidekicks project.  Anne has considerable experience of working in the voluntary sector and comes to the role with a determination to "build on the Volunteer Centre's existing strengths to ensure that it is an accessible and welcoming organisation which inspires people to volunteer".  Taking over at the Sidekicks project are Denise Thompson, who has come out of retirement, and Keith Barbour who also works part-time on our Befriending Support Project.  Sidekicks continues to be a very popular project with both learners and volunteers and we have received Lottery funding to extend it to December 2010.  Keith and Denise are splitting the role and have just started on a recruitment campaign to recruit new learners to the project so the needs of the learners can be met.  A forthcoming staffing change will also happen in June when we will be losing Ian Liddell, our administrator, who is retiring. We are in the process of recruiting for his replacement (see advert below).




2. Volunteer Centre achieves Investing in Volunteers status
Prior to retiring, Laura worked very hard to get us through the Investing in Volunteers Award.  Laura believed strongly that, as an organisation which preaches best practice when working with volunteers, we should be leading from the front in going for the award.  We went through the final assessment in December and to quality assurance in February.  We were awarded Investing in Volunteers status thereafter.  This is an award which demonstrates our commitment to providing a quality volunteering experience to those who volunteer within the Volunteer Centre (as opposed to those volunteers we pass on to other organisations - we leave this up to you!).  The award is being recognised more and more by a wide range of people - from potential volunteers looking to engage with an organisation to funders being approached to fund volunteering programmes.  I was involved in the Investing in Volunteers steering group which we set up to take this piece of work forward at the Volunteer Centre and I would be more than happy to talk to any organisation who is considering going for the award themselves to tell them about our experience.  Call me on 01875 820900 or email alison@volunteermidlothian.org.uk  or find out mor

 HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk/organisations/iiv.asp" \o "http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk/organisations/iiv.asp" e about Investing in Volunteers.



3. Mental Health & Volunteering Workshop 28th May 2010, 10am-12pm 
"Someone with mental health issues wants to volunteer with my organisation. What do I need to know?"  Come along to our workshop and increase you confidence in engaging volunteers who have had, or are recovering from, mental ill-health. Thursday 28th May 2010 from 10am-12pm @ The Red Cross, Dalkeith.  Cost £10 for member organisations; £20 for non-members.  To book contact Cheryl Prior on 01875 820900 or book online .


4. Job Vacancy: Office Administrator (25 hours per week)

We are currently recruiting for an Office Administrator to support the work of the Volunteer Centre.  The Office Administrator plays a vital role within the Volunteer Centre carrying out a range of administrative and financial tasks.  Excellent computer skills with a good working knowledge of Excel is essential. Download application pack


5. Volunteers Week (1-7 June 2010)

Volunteer's Week is nearly upon us again! This year we are holding our Volunteers Week Ceremony on the evening of Thursday 3rd June at the McSense Building in Mayfield.  The event will have a similar format to last years highly successful event at Newbattle Abbey College and we will be seeking nominations to similar categories including the popular Volunteering Team of the Year Award and the Service to the Community Award.  Nomination forms will be sent out by email at the start of next week and, due to time constraints, any nominations will need to be received by the end of the following week.  In addition to the Ceremony, we will also be launching a new campaign which aims to spread the word about volunteering and the benefits it can bring.  Look out for a poster near you soon...


6. Give Midlothian’s young people the chance to succeed 
The end of another school year is approaching and sadly many young people will not go into the positive destination they wish on leaving school.  The current economic situation has hit young people hard.  There are so few jobs out there, and a rise in the numbers attempting to go onto further education has resulted in increased competition.  It is now more important than ever that young people develop experience as well as qualifications.  Increasing numbers of young people are recognising volunteering as a great way in which they can not only develop experience to help them in their futures, but also help local organisations and their community at the same time.  Young volunteers have a lot to offer organisations, but age restrictions that many organisations have in place are unfortunately preventing young people from volunteering, and gaining the experience they desperately require.  We urge you to think carefully about why an age restriction has been created and if it is appropriate for your volunteering opportunities.  If you wish to discuss this further or would like help deciding on an appropriate age restriction please contact Karen Downie on 01875 820 900 or karen@volunteermidlothian.org.uk


7. Changes to volunteerscotland enquiries.
You may have noticed some changes to the emails which are coming from volunteerscotland.org.uk passing on information about volunteers who are interested in volunteering with your organisation.  The automatically generated emails now contain much more detailed information - we are well aware that the limited information previously sent out led to frustration for those organisations trying to make contact with the potential volunteers. We hope the more detailed information helps.  In addition to this, from 10th May you will be able to manage your opportunities online - details on how to do so will follow soon... 



8. Tell us what you think!
As part of a wider review of services we would like to know what you think about the services we provide to our registered organisations.  We will shortly be sending out an online survey which will ask for your opinions on the services you would like us to retain and what new services you would like to see us develop.  We would be so grateful if you would look out for the survey and spend a few minutes telling us what you think.



9. Follow us on Twitter
For the latest on what we are up to at the Volunteer Centre, why not follow us on Twitter!  Here's how...


10. Next Ebulletin
We are currently reviewing the format of these ebulletins and will be asking you in our forthcoming survey for some feedback on their frequency and content.  Contributions, however, are still welcome to alison@volunteermidlothian.org.uk


For this bulletin to be as helpful as possible to you, it would be good to know what you think of it and what you would find useful.  If there are any subjects you would like to see covered, let me know and please do contact me with any queries around volunteering that come up within your organisation.  If you do not wish to receive this bulletin please e-mail me to let me know.

 

With best wishes

Alison Rae
Information Worker
Volunteer Centre Midlothian 

Room 6 The Brown Building

80 Hunterfield Road

Gorebridge

EH23 4TT

t: 01875 820900 
e: alison@volunteermidlothian.org.uk
w: http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk
 

Volunteer Centre Midlothian provides advice, information, training and support on all aspects of volunteering in Midlothian.  This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the addressee.  If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute, copy or alter this email.  If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, please email us.

 

A company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland No 244806.  Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a charity in Scotland No SCO 27578 



Visit our website at http://volunteermidlothian.org.uk for up to date news, views and information on volunteering in Midlothian.
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