INFORMATION BULLETIN 27th October 2009
 

Welcome to the email bulletin from Volunteer Centre Midlothian .
 
IN THIS BULLETIN:
 
1. Volunteer Centre Update
2. 11th Annual general Meeting
3. Befriending Support Worker takes up new post
4. Cheryl takes on new role within the Volunteer Centre
5. Mental Health & Volunteering workshop
6. Sidekicks thanked by Midlothian Council 

7. Disclosure checks for volunteers under 16

8. Follow us on Twitter

9. Next Ebulletin


1. Volunteer Centre Update
2009 is proving to be one of our most challenging years yet; with the announcement in March that we were to receive no more funding for our core work from Midlothian Council having a major effect on how we deliver our services.  We have weathered the storm together and when we see new projects like our Befriending Support Project receiving Council support through the 16+ Learning Choices we start to wonder if there might be more positive times on the horizon. We are currently setting up the new Third Sector Interface along with Midlothian Voluntary Action and the Social Enterprise Alliance Midlothian to strengthen the support available to the Third Sector in Midlothian; we were successful in securing funding to continue our Volunteer Support Project from Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland; and we are currently planning for our future to ensure that we can, once again, provide a highly effective and supportive service to those interested in volunteering and those organisations who seek to engage them.  However, there is still so much to do!  If you want to play a part in this new and exciting phase of Volunteer Centre Midlothian, why not consider joining our Board and help shape our future?  Phone us on 01875 820900 to find out more.


2.  11th Annual General Meeting
A reminder that our 11th Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 3rd November from 7-9pm in the Brown Building, Gorebridge.  After the business part, there will be two workshops when you can found out more about the new Third Sector Interface and Involving Young Volunteers.  All welcome and we would encourage anyone who is consider putting themselves forward for our Board to attend. Please contact us on 01875 820900 or info@volunteermidlothian.org.uk to let us know if you are able to come.


3. Befriending Support Worker takes up new post
At the start of September we welcomed Keith Barbour to our team as the new Befriending Support Worker.  This new project, which is funded through the 16+ Learning Choices, aims to encourage more young people to make a start on their volunteering journey by offering young people the chance to take part in supported befriending in care homes throughout Midlothian.  It is anticipated that the skills, resilience, self-belief and motivation gained through supported befriending will help young people develop and be ready to move onto the next step, which may be individual volunteering, following 6 months of befriending.  Keith has already made some good contacts within schools and alternative education services and hopes to be out in care homes in the next few weeks with his first groups of young people.  For more information on the project, contact Keith Barbour on 01875 820900 or keith@volunteermidlothian.org.uk 



4. Cheryl takes on new role in the Volunteer Centre 
Cheryl Prior, who was previously employed as Promotions Worker, has taken over the role of Volunteering Adviser within the Volunteer Centre.  The main focus of Cheryl's role is to offer information and advice to people interested in volunteering, offer additional support to volunteers with mental health problems and to work with organisations who involve volunteers and agencies who refer volunteers with mental health problems.  The role is part funded through Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland and some of the work was previously undertaken by Denise Thomson who retired in September and to whom we wish all the very best.  You can contact Cheryl on 01875 820900 or cheryl@volunteermidlothian.org.uk 



5. Mental Health & Volunteering Workshop 26 November 2009 10am-12pm
"Someone with mental health issues wants to volunteer with my organisation. What do I need to know?"  Come along to our workshop and increase you confidence in engaging volunteers who have had, or are recovering from, mental ill-health. Thursday 26th November 2009 from 10am-12pm @ The Brown Building, Gorebridge.  Cost £10 for member organisations; £20 for non-members.  To book contact Cheryl Prior on 01875 820900 or book online at http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk/events/event.asp?id=57


6. Sidekicks thanked by Midlothian Council
Midlothian Council Library Service and Volunteer Centre Midlothian held a celebration event in Penicuik Library to say ‘thank you’ to the volunteer Sidekicks who help people across Midlothian improve their IT skills.  Provost Adam Montgomery thanked the volunteers for their dedicated commitment to helping others and presented each with a certificate recognising their work as part of the scheme. Read more on Live It Sidekicks News page at http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk/live-it-sidekicks/pictures.asp


7. Disclosure checks for volunteers under 16
There seems to be a misconception within some organisations that it is not possible to undertake Disclosure checks on individuals under 16.  We would like to stress that this is not the case.  Disclosure checks can be done on anyone; the only difficulty with under 16's is that sometimes it can be hard for them to prove their identity as they will not have a driving licence, national insurance number etc.  However, there are forms of ID they can use such as a passport or a Young Scot card as photo ID and an official letter from the bank for address ID.  Contact CRBS for further guidance on alternative forms of ID on 01786 849777.


8. Follow us on Twitter
For the latest on what we are up to at the Volunteer Centre, why not follow us on Twitter!  Click on the Twitter link on our home page to find out how!


9. Next Ebulletin
These bulletins are now being sent out on an ad hoc basis.  Contributions welcome to alison@volunteermidlothian.org.uk .



Alison Rae
Information Worker
Volunteer Centre Midlothian 

e: alison@volunteermidlothian.org.uk
w: http://www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk
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Visit our website at http://volunteermidlothian.org.uk for up to date news, views and information on volunteering in Midlothian.
 

